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Figure 1-11: Historical structures at the base of campus (see opposite page for details). 

Figure 1-10: The Cowell Ranch at the height of lime production. The large stack 
of redwood planks in the middle right side of the photo were to be burned in the 
kilns. In the center of the photo are two buckeye trees opposite the cooperage; 
these trees still stand.

Historical Structures at the Base of Campus 
The area around the base of campus was the center of operations 

for the Davis and Jordan Company, for the Davis and Cowell company, for Henry 
Cowell and Co., and later for the Cowell Ranch (Figure 1-1, location 9, and Figure 
1-10). Some of the structures from this period still stand. These are described here 
(based primarily on Calciano and Collett 1973 and Perry et al. 2007) and illustrated 
in Figure 1-11. For a more thorough account see Lime Kiln Legacies, which details 
a walking tour of lime-related buildings and artifacts at the base of campus (Perry 
et al. 2007). In December 2007, the 30-acre area just inside the campus’s main 
entrance was added to the National Register of Historic Places as the Cowell Lime 
Works Historic District.

The marble quarried from the Lower Quarry was transformed into lime 
downhill in the (1) early limekilns. In 1861, a (2) continuous kiln was 
built nearby. This constantly running kiln was fed marble from the top, and lime 
was extracted from the bottom. Blasting powder used in the quarries was kept 
in the (3) powder house, the small, windowless stone building at the foot of 
the Bike Path. Nearly every aspect of lime production was sourced locally. The 
barrels used to transport lime were built and stored in the (4) cooperage, a 
long, narrow, single-story building elevated on marble pillars on the west side of 
Coolidge Drive (the cooperage was once much longer; half of it was dismantled in 
1965 to accommodate university traffic). 

Albion Jordan and his wife built and lived in a small (5) ranch house, which 
Henry Cowell enlarged when he and his family moved in (now known as the  
Cardiff House after the late Cowell Ranch manager George H. Cardiff ). The 
Cowells kept their horses and carriages in the drive-through (6) carriage house 
(now University Relations), and horses were shod in the (7) blacksmith shop 

across the road (now used as an art studio). Henry Cowell’s son Harry Cowell kept 
many horses, which he stabled in the (8) horse barn (now the Barn Theater). 
Oxen were used for the heaviest hauling, and were housed in the (9) bull barn 
(now Barn G). Oats and barley, used in part as feed for horses and cattle, were stored 
in the (10) granary at the base of campus (now a day-care center).

Some company employees lived in small (11) cabins that stand dilapidated just 
above the campus’s main entrance kiosk; two still stand, but three others have 
collapsed. Workers were paid in room and board, plus a daily wage that, early on, 
was doled out once a year. The workers were paid in gold — up to $100,000 worth 
per payroll — that was brought down from San Francisco and held overnight in 
the sturdily-constructed (12) paymaster’s house (now called the Stone House). 
Workers ate all their meals in the (13) cookhouse (now University Admissions). 
The cooks, usually Chinese, were in charge of growing as well as preparing food, 
and they grew vegetables on the hillside above the cookhouse. They kept pigs out 
front, and fed them kitchen scraps in a circular cement (14) trough shaped like 
an inverted, rimmed cone (Dong 1967). The center of almost every meal, however, 
was beef. A steer a week, culled from the local herd and butchered in a slaughter-
house now used for storage by the campus Farm, kept the lime-men well fed. 


